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SUNDA: FROM VILLAGE TO CITY 

FESTIVAL OF INDONESIA IN PERFORMANCE AT THE CLEVELAND 
MUSEUM OF ART, SEPTEMBER 26, 7:30 PM 

The nationwide celebration of the Festival of Indonesia comes to Cleveland in 
an evening of puppetry, music, and dance at The Cleveland Museum of Art on 
Wednesday, September 26, at 7:30 pm in Gartner Auditorium. Fifteen artists will 
bring to life the rich and diverse performing arts of Sunda, a region in Western 
Java. 

The first half of the program features Javanese puppets, known as Wayang 
Golek. Master puppeteers use three-dimensional, carved rod-puppets to tell ancient 
stories of love, war, and enlightenment. In Java, night-long puppet performances 
engage entire villages during celebrations of a birth or wedding. 

The second half of the program offers contemporary styles of Javanese music. 
One musical form which developed in the 1980s-Kendang -consists mainly 

of highly charged drumming. Another new musical style- Jaipongan-comhines the 
traditional Indonesian orchestra (gamelan) with drumming, dancing, and singing as 
an expression of merging styles of village and town life. 

Tickets for the event, which is free, are available at the Museum Bookstore. 
Indonesian students . from Case Western Reserve University will be ushers for the 
performance. 

SUNDA is one of several events complementing the Museum’s Asian Autumn 
exhibitions. Another is the Indonesian dance program on Sunday, October 21, from 
2:15 to 3:15 pm, in the Japanese Screen Gallery, when Wida Soegiarso, an 
Indonesian dancer living in Cleveland, will demonstrate and explain different styles 
of Indonesian dance. 



festival of indonesia/cma 2 

The Association of Indonesian Students at Case Western Reserve University is 
hosting a program in honor of the Festival of Indonesia on Saturday, September 29. 
For information on this event, please call the International Student Office at 
368-2517. 

Sunda: From Village to City/Festival of Indonesia in Performance is 
made possible at the Museum by the Thomas Mimro Memorial Fund, established to 
continue the varied interests of Dr. Munro, who was for many years Curator of 
Education at the Museum. The Festival of Indonesia, which is made possible 
through the support of Arco, the Ford Foundation, and Garuda Indonesia Airways, 
is a fifteen-month celebration in the United States of the cultural diversity of the 
world’s fifth largest nation. From coast to coast, traditional and contemporary art 
forms will be represented in art exhibitions, performing arts events, film and 
television programs, and public programs from September 1990 through December 
1991. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Cynthia Hanson, Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, OH 44106; 216/421-7340. 



